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The Integrated Education Fund
The Integrated Education Fund (IEF) is an independent charity that
provides financial support for the development and growth of integrated
education in Northern Ireland. Its aim is to enable more children to learn
together in an environment that celebrates religious and cultural diversity,
making integration, not separation, the norm in the Northern Ireland
education system. On the basis of parental demand the IEF continues to
support the establishment of more integrated school places, the
Transformation of existing non-integrated schools to integrated status and
cross-community school initiatives that provide meaningful interaction
between pupils, parents, staff and the wider community. From September
2021, there will be 68 integrated schools in Northern Ireland which will be
attended by around 25,000 children. 

What is integrated education?
“Integrated education brings together pupils, staff and governors from
Protestant, Catholic and other cultural traditions within a single school
community. As children and young people prepare to live and work in a
global, multicultural and pluralistic society, the benefits of educating them
together are becoming increasingly recognised. As we aim to become a
shared society that respects diversity, integrated education has much to
offer the school system and society as a whole.” 
(Department of Education, Integration Works, 2017) 

Background 
The IEF have commissioned an independent polling and market research
company, LucidTalk, to undertake this attitudinal survey in May 2021.
Information on previous polls and surveys can be found on the IEF’s
website: www.ief.org.uk/resources/research/.

The IEF continues to engage with parents and communities through a
range of events and activities regarding educational provision in their local
area. It has become evident that many parents are supportive of
integrated education but that integrated provision is limited in many areas.
Parents have been encouraged to consider using the website
www.integratemyschool.com to find out more about integrated education
and how they can access an integrated education for their child. 

Introduction & Background
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Context
The political agreement, New Decade, New Approach, of January 2020,
contains a commitment to hold an Independent Review of the education
system in Northern Ireland. The Review is due to commence in 2021. The
data and information contained in this summary report provides an
invaluable independent insight into public opinion across a range of issues
relating to integrated education and education generally. The IEF would
anticipate that this report will help inform the work of the Independent
Review team as well as wider education stakeholders and society at large. 

LucidTalk - Background and Professional Credentials 
Lucid Talk is an independent polling and market research company with
in-depth experience in the use of polling and general market research for
public, private and political organisations. 

LucidTalk is a member of all recognised professional Polling and Market
Research organisations, including the UK Market Research Society (UK-
MRS), the British Polling Council (BPC), and ESOMAR (European Society of
Market Research organisations). The BPC are the primary UK professional
body ensuring professional Polling and Market Research standards. 

All polling, research, sampling, methodologies used, market research
projects and results and reports production are, and have been, carried
out to the professional standards laid down by the BPC and AIMRO
(Association of Irish Market Research Organisations).
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LucidTalk run regular 'Attitudinal' polls targeted at various sectors and
usually targeted at Northern Ireland (NI), with the objective of obtaining a
robust and mathematically representative sample of NI opinion. 

In the context of this project, the polling was carried out online and by
telephone for a period of 4 days from 7th to 10th May 2021. The project
targeted the established Northern Ireland (NI) LucidTalk online Opinion
Panel (13,000+ members) which is balanced by gender, age-group, area
of residence, and community background, in order to be demographically
representative of Northern Ireland. 2,001 full responses were collated and
audited through detailed IP address analysis, ensuring: (a) 'one person-
one vote' responses, and (b) the collation of a robust, accurate, and
balanced representative NI sample. 

As per above, 2,001 responses were considered in terms of the results
summarised in this report. All data results have been weighted by gender
and community background to reflect the demographic composition of
Northern Ireland. All data results produced are accurate to a margin of
error of +/-2.3%, at 95% confidence. NB All surveys and polls may be
subject to sources of error, including, but not limited to sampling error,
coverage error, and measurement error. All reported margins of sampling
error include the computed design effects for weighting.
All polling questions were agreed by the project partners and designed to
British Polling Council (BPC) professional market research standards, to
ensure neutrality and balance. This resulted in ten agreed poll-project
questions and sub-questions being used for the research project. 

If applicable, LucidTalk would be pleased to answer any questions
regarding the methodology and results for this project. 

For more information, please contact LucidTalk directly on:
info@lucidtalk.co.uk.

Methodology
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21%
Disagree

71%
Agree

8%       
Don't Know

1: Integrated schools, which intentionally educate children every day
in the same classroom, inclusive of different faiths, cultures and
backgrounds, should be the main model for our education system. 

2: Currently Initial Teacher Education is provided at a number of
Colleges and Universities. Do you think Stranmillis University College
and St Marys University College should combine and offer a single
teacher education facility instead?

20%
Disagree

67%
Agree

13%       
Don't Know
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17%
Disagree

79%
Agree

4%       
Don't Know

3: Should all schools, regardless of type, aim to have a religious and
cultural mix of pupils, teachers and governors?

3A:As you are a parent with at least one child aged 18 or under,
please rate the aspects below in terms of how important they are or
were to you in choosing a school for your child(ren).
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4: Were you aware that almost any school in Northern Ireland could
become integrated through a process called "Transformation"?

39%
No

58%
Yes

3%       
Don't Know

5: If your child's school/local school, was to propose becoming an
integrated school, would you support this proposal?

19%
No

73%
Yes

8%       
Don't Know
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7: The upcoming Independent Review of Education has highlighted
"moving towards a single education system in NI" as one of its key
priorities. How important do you feel this is? 

0 25 50 75

NI Political Parties 

Influence of Churches 

Not enough parental demand 

Lack of understanding of integrated education 

School leaders resistant to change 

NI Government ie. Civil Service 

Other Suggestion (please specifcy) 

6: Currently fewer than 8% of pupils in Northern Ireland go to
integrated schools. Given that integrated education is supported in
the Belfast / Good Friday agreement, - what do you think has held
up the growth of integrated education? (Pick up to 3)

64%

64%

33%

23%

32%

9%

16%
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17%
No

72%
Yes

11%       
Don't Know

8: How important do you feel it is to formally consult with local
communities, parents & young people when planning for type of
schools in a local area? 

9: Would you support cross-community mergers and
amalgamations of schools in Northern Ireland?
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10: Particularly given the impact of the current pandemic, do you
think more funding should be provided to support the mental health
of children and young people? 

7%
No

84%
Yes

9%       
Don't Know
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The Innovation Centre,
NI Science Park,
Queen's Road,
Queen's Island,
Belfast,
BT3 9DT

028 9040 9980
info@lucidtalk.co.uk
www.lucidtalk.co.uk 

www.twitter.com/LucidTalk

www.fb.com/LucidTalk

Integrated Education Fund
Forestview
Purdy's Lane
Belfast
BT8 7AR

028 9069 4099
info@ief.org.uk
www.ief.org.uk

www.twitter.com/iefni

www.fb.com/IntegratedEducationFund
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