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Hot on the heels of hit show The Masked Singer comes The Masked Dancer, starting May 29th on ITV and the ITV Hub. 
This new series, taking place over one week, will see celebrity contestants perform unique dances, whilst covered from head to toe in extravagant, colourful

costumes and face masks leaving the viewers and star panel to guess their identities. Bringing a wealth of dance expertise to the panel, Oti Mabuse takes up a 
seat alongside Jonathan Ross, Mo Gilligan and Davina McCall as they all watch closely to see who knows their sashays from their pliés. Hosting this most unusual 

of dance parties will be Joel Dommett.

12 celebrities will be stepping onto the dancefloor to take on character alter egos as they trip the light fantastic in a bid to wow the panel and confuse with their 
moves. Clue packages will accompany every Masked Dancer to help the panel and at home detectives crack the case of who the famous faces behind the masks 

are. From ballet to ballroom, salsa to swing and everything in between, here are the characters that will be dancing onto screens.

Tearing up the dancefloor, it's Zip
Sending the audience into a spin, come on y’all and sing it with me, it’s Carwash

Who let the dogs out? It’s Beagle
Introducing a brand-new Nutcracker to the stage, it’s Squirrel

An ex-STRAW-dinary mover that’s the best dancer in their field, it’s Scarecrow
I said-a hip, hop, the hippie, the hippie. To the hip hip hop... here comes Frog

They dance to their own beat – it’s Beetroot
Will they have snake hips? Can they be charmed by the music? It’s Viper

You’ve heard of the funky chicken, now meet Rubber Chicken
This beautiful tropical bird migrates to the dance studio during the Spring, it’s Flamingo

Whipped cream and whipping viewers into a dance fueled frenzy, it’s Knickerbocker Glory
They’ll push me and pull you all around the dancefloor, it’s Llama

The Masked Dancer is produced by Bandicoot Scotland (part of Argonon Group) for ITV and the executive producers are Derek McLean, Daniel Nettleton and 
Claire Horton. Viewers can also catch up on both series of The Masked Singer on BritBox.







Tell us about The Masked Dancer…

It’s an amazing guessing show that’s fun and, for me, it’s just 
an honour and a privilege to get to do it with such incredible 
people like Jonathan, Davina, Mo and Joel. We are 
constantly laughing!

There is great banter and chemistry and coming to work is a 
joy. I’m one of those people that is very excitable so when I 
wake up I'm like ‘wooo! I’m going to work. Yay!’ I love that 
we get to see a different side of dancing. Dancing is fun but 
you are adding another element where you have to guess 
who it is. That’s something that we can all do at home and 
to do it nationally with a dancing show is very refreshing 
and I love that.

I thought I would be okay at it but I am so terrible at it. Oh 
my gosh! It’s actually hurting me a little bit because I was 
like ‘Oh I’ve got this, I probably know them and they’ve all 
done some show that I work on’, but it’s hard, it’s really, 
really difficult. I am slowly becoming a baby Jonathan with 
my suggestions.

How did you feel about joining the panel of The Masked 
Dancer?

Very excited. The Masked Dancer is just one of those things 
that I will always hold close to my heart, simply because of 
the people that I do it with. The team is amazing and to be 
asked to be part of it was a privilege. It’s obviously really 
nerve-racking, but you have to hide your nerves and just 
show your smile and personality. I shouldn’t have been 
nervous because everyone makes it so easy. You know when 
people say never meet your heroes and you hope they are 
wrong. This phrase was totally wrong because they are all 
so great. They are such a delight and so welcoming.

Did you watch The Masked Singer and, if so, is it how you 
thought it was going to be, coming here and taking part 
in this show?

Personally, for me, when I watched The Masked Singer I was 
watching it for the singing and there’s no pressure when you 
are at home if you don't get it right. I fell in love with the 
show because there’s something about the characters, 
along with the beauty of the unknown and the guessing and 
how difficult it is. What captured me was the fact that once 
the show is done, somehow during the week there’s a 
random thought where you go ‘Who's Robin?’ It’s always 
going to be in your mind and I love that.

What are you looking for in the performances?

I am looking for the clues. I’m not looking for high kicks and 
legs and splits, I’m looking for the clues. I’m looking to find out 
whether I can guess who the person is and the nice thing 
about this is that everything is a surprise. If one of the 
characters is coming out as a Beetroot you are never going to 
expect in a million years that someone can dance in a Beetroot 
suit and yet they are coming out and doing the most 
incredible things.

I’m not looking for anything particular but just enjoying the 
show and every time the characters exceed my expectations 
and get better from show to show. Whether it's their dancing 
skills, their dancing styles, their choice of music - which is so 
important because the songs that they dance to mean 
something to them. When you get to relate to them and get 
to know them that way and they are dressed as they are - it’s 
just bonkers and I love it.

Have you been impressed by the dance moves?

Yes. My mind has been blown. You just don’t expect that level 
of dance so it’s really hard to guess who these people are 
because they are known for other things, not just their 
dancing skills. You don’t expect to see a Carwash doing 
backflips in a huge costume, it's crazy but it happens. And I 
know you guys don’t know what I am talking about but trust 
me you will be like how can they do that?

If you were able to be a contestant, would you want to be 
a Masked Singer or a Masked Dancer?

A Masked Dancer all the way! I’m always singing though and 
Mo’s like ‘you should do the Masked Singer’ but I said, ‘if I do 
The Masked Singer you’ll guess me because I am always 
singing in your ear.’

It might be challenging to dance in such elaborate 
costumes, how are the performers coping? Any mishaps?

No, no mishaps yet actually. I think they are coping really well. 
I think the costume department is really, really good because 
you can see that these costumes have been designed for 
them. Sometimes fashion and dance don’t work well together 
because you can’t dance in everything but the way that they 
have done it is so classy, so good. They look comfortable 
dancing in whatever they are wearing and it’s also spectacular. 
It’s the bigness, the craziness of everything and so it’s just 
amazing. The costume department is incredible. 

How have you found the clue packages? Are they 
helpful?

Do you know what? It’s about the perspective with the clue 
packages. You’ll be thinking ‘Oh I’ve got this person, I know 
who it is’ then the clue packages just go to show you are 
coming from an arrogant point of view and you really don’t 
know it! When they don’t help I turn to Jonathan and Davina 
and say I don’t know why I’m here, I can’t do this! The clue 
packages seem like they are helping and you can put the 
dots together and 102% of the time you are wrong. You are 
absolutely wrong. But I love that. I guess I am learning. 

Do you know what helps me? My thing is looking at how 
they walk onto the stage. How they prepare. What’s on the 
stage and what’s on their clothes then I go ‘I’m pretty sure I 
have seen this somewhere’. Then that’s when it comes to 
me. It’s literally just that moment. They do one thing that I 
recognise. 

What kind of detective are you? Davina writes lots of 
notes. Mo often just has one name written down on his 
notepad…

I’ve got many names written down. I am that one who 
overwrites names but then I am also still guessing, watching 
every move, having a good time when I am writing and still 
noticing – oh they jumped! Oh, but the names! If I think it’s a 
Soccer player I will name every single player in the whole 
world and the producers are like ‘Oti, could you please stick 
to one or two’ but I can’t! Coming from Strictly, I'm naming 
every single Strictly contestant ever…all the time. 

I am also saying people that are probably not likely to ever 
dance in public or even at home. That’s me. I will say 
something and even Joel will tell me ‘Oti, I think that is 
pushing it a little bit. I don’t think that person will be on the 
show and I don’t think this is that person. Even Joel goes Oti
stop it!’

Last question, if you were a contestant on the show 
which costume do you think you would pick that would 
best represent you?

Best represent me? I wouldn’t choose a costume that would 
represent me because then I would be guessed. It would be 
easy. If I was on I’d be a fish, like Finding Nemo. That would 
be me or Dory. I’d be something completely opposite to 
what I think people know me as. A Sloth, something like 
that. But I would play it up because I realise that it’s a whole 
package, it's how you walk on, it’s how you act when the 
Detectives are guessing. It’s what you look like. I would look 
like someone from Paw Patrol because the kids would love 
me. That’s it! A Dog from Paw Patrol that would definitely 
be me and I would be as likeable as possible and I would hide 
my dancing until the very last moment. Then I would do 
sixteen cartwheels!

OTI MABUSE





Tell us about The Masked Dancer…

The Masked Dancer is, I suspect because of the 
delightful success of The Masked Singer, just a way of 
trying to carry on the fun but giving it just enough of a 
twist to make it different and appealing so we can do 
two runs a year instead of one!

Is it harder to guess dancers than singers?

I think it is actually. Even though they’re giving us more 
clues. At the same time there’s nothing really to go on 
that’s that specific. Whereas someone’s voice and vocal 
styling – even when they try to disguise it – you begin 
to form an idea of who it is, then you reinforce that idea 
when you hear it again and you listen out for things. 
Here, with dancing – and it’s not like I’ve studied dancers 
– there may be some people, without giving anything 
away, who you have seen dancing before but there will 
be a lot of people who you haven’t seen dancing before 
and if you’ve never seen them dancing, how do you 
know what they dance like?! So there’s not much to go 
on. And there’s a couple of very interesting twists. 

How is it having Oti join the panel, is it helpful 
having a professional dancer to turn to?

Oti is great. She’s really helpful for us identifying who 
she thinks has had training and what kind of training –
whether it’s kind of classical dance training or modern 
street dance training. She can spot that going on BUT 
she also says a lot of the time that she can see the 
better dancers or more experienced dancers have been 
disguising their ability early on in the show to catch us 
out and then blow us away.

How tough is it not hearing their voices?

It is tough not hearing their voices but there is a stage in 
the series where we get to hear one word from them. 
However, even on The Masked Singer people try to 
disguise their voices. The weird thing is – and maybe 
even people find this at home – that when you get it in 
your head that it is someone you find yourself trying to 
make that work. If enough of the clues fit it’s very hard 
to move yourself away from your original idea. You find 
yourself going down that road and it picks up speed and 
you can’t do a U-turn.

Like Sheridan Smith on The Masked Singer…

…well, everyone thought it was either Sheridan or Stacey. 
Realistically it could have been either. And they both 
played along at home which was very good of them.

If you were to take on being one of the characters, 
singer or dancer?

I think both. I don’t think I could pick either…

Triple threat?!

Yep…and gymnast! I don’t think I could hold back to be 
honest with you. When I’m dancing I’m singing and when 
I’m singing I’m dancing. I think I would probably stand 
more of a chance as a dancer though. Not that I can dance 
but I think I could maybe learn a few basic moves and get 
away with it. Whereas singing is harder to just get away 
with. I’ve got an okay voice but it’s always slightly 
different each time it comes out. There’s no consistency. 
Sometimes I sing and it’s okay, other times I sing the same 
song and it’s terrible.

Tell us about the costumes on The Masked Dancer…

There are some great costumes, really great. Anything 
with frills you’re going to love and they really make the 
most of the freedom and movement that the costume 
gives them. Beetroot I love – beautiful and elegant. 
People will love seeing that. They have the sort of dress 
that my girls would have loved wearing when they were 
little. It’s almost like a fairy dress and it really moves when 
she twirls so it’s a beautiful dancer’s dress. She’s 
wonderful. I think Squirrel is someone people are going to 
love. She’s great with a nice little furry tummy which, as 
you get older, you appreciate that in a woman more. Zip is 
great – big face. Knickerbocker Glory is great – they’ll 
make people laugh.

How have your guesses been?

They’ve been good. I think I’ve surprised my other panel 
members with the accuracy and the fact that…look, here’s 
the thing; obviously I’m the smartest panelist on the 
show, as well as the best dressed and the youngest and 
best looking. I surprised everyone with one of my 
guesses…including myself because I wasn’t convinced it 
was the person I said it was but it was the person I said it 
was.

And there are more clues on The Masked Dancer?

There are more clues and not just in the packages but 
also there are clues in the music they’re dancing to and 
in the props on stage, in the designs on the screens 
behind them and on what the dancers around them are 
wearing and on what they’re wearing. The costumes on 
some of them change every night. For example, if 
you’re watching Beagle – look out for the badges on his 
arm.

How’s your dancing and what would your signature 
dance move be?

My dancing is probably enjoyed by me more than 
anyone watching I would have thought. When they say 
dance like no one’s watching that’s something I 
shouldn’t have taken on… The last time I danced a lot 
was when I last saw Prince live which was only a couple 
of years before he died. I was very, very exuberant, 
dancing so much that people were looking at me as 
much as they were at Prince. And when they were 
looking at him they were serious and when they were 
looking at me they were laughing. I don’t know why. I do 
love dancing and I dance around at home a lot but I’m 
not really a natural dancer. 

Without giving anything away, are there any stand 
out moments you can tease?

They’re all stand out moments. It’s always good fun 
when we have guest panelists and we have some great 
ones coming up. Oti’s made quite a few extreme 
guesses and so has Mo which is fun and they all think I 
make some crazy guesses but I’ll be honest with you, 
the night I guessed…ooh I probably can’t say. Well, it 
was the night I guessed Paul McCartney, Keith Richards 
and Eric Clapton were on the show that made perfect 
sense to me. It made perfect sense from the clues and it 
made perfect sense that of course you would put all 
these 60s rock stars together on one show. It turned 
out that maybe I wasn’t correct. You’ll have to wait and 
see and I may have got a hard time over that. We start 
off being so supportive of each other and then a few 
shows in we’re saying “that is the worst guess in the 
world!” and pulling the rug out from under each other 
so it gets more fun in that way I think.

JONATHAN ROSS





Tell us about The Masked Dancer…

It’s still got your favourite elements of The 
Masked Singer, it’s still the ultimate game of Guess 
Who? Only this time there’s a slight change in 
terms of how we can guess. There’s no guessing by 
voice. With The Masked Singer, if you knew that 
person you could guess by voice alone. There are a 
lot of times on this where we’re close but no cigar 
or a name has been mentioned once and then not 
mentioned again and it was in fact that person. It is 
much harder but that’s what makes it fun in a 
funny kind of way. With the last series of The 
Masked Singer I remember seeing a lot of people 
had guessed correctly - which is still fun because 
it’s nice to be right - but on this it will keep you 
going night after night which is the fun part of it I 
think. For the younger members of the audience 
who don’t necessarily know many celebrities, just 
trying to guess if it’s a man or a woman in this 
show is a big part of it.

The clues become all the more important, are 
there more on The Masked Dancer?

It’s important to say that the clues are 
everywhere. They’re in the backdrop, they’re on 
the costumes, there’s one person who has got 
apples everywhere... or they might be cherries and 
we can’t figure out at all what the relevance is. It 
must be a big clue though. We love all these added 
layers of clues. Me and Mo – we’ve got no idea 
what’s going on at all! Oti has started strong. And 
Jonathan has got us all second guessing ourselves. 
I love the guessing, I like trying to piece it all 
together and I like going back through my 
notebook. I recommend everyone get themselves 
a Masked Dancer notebook – you will fill it with 
clues. I’ve got pages and pages. Mo still writes 
nothing. Still! Honestly, it would give me such 
anxiety but somehow, he always pulls something 
out of the bag.

Does it help having a professional dancer on the 
panel now that Oti has joined you?

SO helpful. I spend the whole time going: “Is this 
someone from Strictly? Is this a dancer you know? Is 
this a professional dancer? Is this someone who’s 
not a professional dancer that might have been on 
Strictly?”

I must say we are laughing a lot! Mo his hilarious. 
Jonathan and Oti together are brilliant – very, very 
funny. We are really, really enjoying ourselves. It’s 
very nice to work on a show where we all have such 
a good time.

Dance must add a whole other level of bonkers to 
the guessing game, it must be hard not to be 
laughing all the time…

It’s a whole new level of bonkers and it’s a whole 
new level of complicated and stress! Often the 
singers, whilst they’ll have dancers going on around 
them, are quite stationary while they’re delivering a 
song dressed as an Octopus or a Blob. There’s not 
much they can do movement wise and they’re just 
concentrating on their singing. Remembering a 
dance is as complicated, if not possibly more. 
Particularly if you’re not a dancer. For me it’s 
remembering the routine. And they’re not dancing 
on their own where they can fudge it. They’re 
dancing with dancers in a whole choreographed 
routine and partnering.

It must be really tricky to dance in the costumes, 
how are they all coping?

There’s been no mishaps. There’s the costumes and 
the partnering…they’re really good! When you think 
they’ve got these huge masks on and there’s 
spinning dancers around and they’re literally being 
turned upside down at times - it’s amazing. The 
costumes are more moveable in than on Singer of 
course…

Tell us about the costumes…

There’s a really pretty one in Beetroot – very kind of 
flowing. Llama is really funny.

You can tell the people who are natural comedians 
who want to bring a bit of a giggle to the show 
because they add such personality to their 
costumes. Beagle – the minute the dance stops 
Beagle is sniffing around or cocking a leg! Rubber 
Chicken made me HOWL. Honestly, such a funny 
costume. 

If you were ever to be a contestant yourself, 
singing or dancing?

Singing for sure. I would find dancing so stressful. 
Just for fun I had a dance teacher come to my 
house over a few weekends, two hours at a time to 
teach me Beyonce’s Run The World routine. It too 
me six months. That is why there is no way I’d be 
able to do this show because I just can’t remember 
routines. There’s something about the processing 
of it. When I can remember it, my face is 
concentrating so hard – I mean that would be the 
nice thing about having a mask in a way because 
you can have your thinky face on and no one can 
see. When they are unmasked there’s something 
so joyful about seeing what fun they’re having 
though when they do their dance for the last time 
without the mask on. It’s amazing! It’s so, so nice.

What is your signature dance move?

If I’m trying to impress people I do do a really good 
moonwalk, even in a heel.

Are there are any stand out moments for us to 
look out for, without giving any spoilers?

I will say that about mid-way through the 
series…something just happens where everybody 
just ramps it up. I felt like all that coaching and 
practising and work they’d put in and strength that 
they’d been gaining suddenly meant we had this 
set of extraordinary performances that were 
extremely emotional and left us all blown away, 
clutching our chests and saying ‘wow that was 
really beautiful.’ They really moved us, just with 
movement and even with a massive mask. I think 
that’s really clever so well done to all of the 
performers.

DAVINA McCALL





Tell us about The Masked Dancer…

The Masked Dancer is very exciting, it is very hard. 
It is like The Masked Singer 2.0 – so if you think 
you’re good at The Masked Singer, you’re not 
going to be very good at The Masked Dancer 
which is a good thing. It’s a new show, it’s got some 
of the same things that you love about the other 
show BUT it’s a little bit harder. At the same time, 
you can get up and have a bit of a boogie as 
opposed to sitting there and trying to really 
analyse if someone is the singer you think they 
are… I think the beauty of this version is that 
anyone can dance. There’s no right or wrong way 
of dancing. With singing you kind of know who is a 
professional and who isn’t but with dancing you 
could just learn a couple of steps and be good at it. 
I think that’s what a lot of people will enjoy about 
this version.

You danced along a lot on The Masked Singer 
too!

Yes, I was having a great time. People said I danced 
like a dad. I don’t even have children but hey. I can 
promise you there’s loads of dad dancing going on!

Why is it so much harder?

There are so many more clues than before. There 
are clues in the packages, there are clues in the 
performances, there are clues in the songs. 
Sometimes they might speak and say a word 
which is a clue. I think it’s actually harder because 
before, on Singer, you had a little bit to work off 
from the clues and then you had the voice but with 
this game you have LOADS of clues. And you don’t 
know what is a curve ball and what is an actual 
clue. This is all new to us and myself and the other 
detectives are still learning. Even when the 
characters speak we don’t know if that’s them or if 
they’re putting on a voice. I think it’s become 
harder.

With Oti joining the show, how helpful is it 
having a professional dancer on the panel. Do you 
look to her for advice?

Oti is so good on this show. She’s taken to it like a 
duck to water. She knows steps, she knows routines, 
styles so there’s A LOT to take from her that I can 
add to my own stuff. I’ve kind of developed a style 
where I’ll pick up things from Oti like ‘huh? What? 
What was that…bit like Bob Fosse, you say? Yeah. I 
think that too. Sure. Bit like Bob Fosse.’ That’s what 
Oti brings – she brings all this amazing experience 
and she gives to everybody. She’s wicked. Me and Oti
have a good laugh and she’s fit in really well.

If you were to ever be a contestant – singer or 
dancer?

I think for me it would be singer. I feel like I can dance 
but the moment I get on stage I’ve got two left feet. 
That’s what I feel like anyway. I think there’s a thing 
in singing where I can do a bit more – bit of singing, 
bit of rapping. You see, I know I’m not good at 
singing whereas I know I’m quite good at dancing so I 
think there might be more people expecting me to 
dance than to sing. Also, you always hear how hot 
the costumes are so the last thing I want to do is be 
dancing in it! I mean I hate driving with my coat on, 
let alone dancing.

It looks like it could be uncomfortable to dance in 
one of those costumes. How are the dancers 
managing, have there been any mishaps?

They are doing really, really well considering they’re 
in costumes. The costumes look a little slimmed 
down compared to the other ones so they can move. 
What’s really nice about this dancing one is that you 
have characters like Knickerbocker Glory who is 
wearing heels! And I’ve seen Knickerbocker Glory run 
down a ramp in heels. These are the lengths people 
are going to in a costume. That is very hard in itself –
in heels and running around.

Tell us more about the costumes…

Llama is one of my favourites. What’s nice about 
Llama is it’s got a monocle and stuff.

What I love is when people really get into their 
character but occasionally they do break character 
and that, for me, is one of my favourite parts of 
the show. Sometimes we make them laugh. They’ll 
be doing all their character stuff and suddenly 
they’ve lost it and you go aha there is still a human 
in there. Knickerbocker Glory is a GREAT costume. 
Viper as well. I must really say that I love 
Scarecrow and Carwash! With Scarecrow it feels 
like there’s no clues…but they can really dance. 
Carwash is so good that I’m convinced this person 
is going to go back to being a carwash. That is how 
good the costume is! I would want to wear that to 
fancy dress. There are so many amazing costumes. 
What I love about this show is the extent they’ll go 
to with the costumes to accommodate what they 
need to do. They need to dance so the costume 
needs to move but they are still incredible.

How is your guessing going?

My guesses are horrible! I’m not doing very well on 
this one. I think I started off really well – all ‘okay! 
First day back at school, I’ve done my homework’ 
and then before you know it I’m like ‘erm…I don’t 
know who that person is.’ I feel like I tend to start 
off really well then as the show goes on I’m 
enjoying myself, realise I’m not doing well so I’m 
just hear for the party!

What’s your signature dance move?

It’s got to be the two-hand skank. It doesn’t 
matter if it’s a slow number or a really upbeat 
number – I’ll always be doing the two-hand skank!

No spoilers but can you tease any stand out 
moments we should look out for?

I think it’s the performances – in some of the 
performances people will really be surprised by 
what the dancers can do in the costumes. And you 
have the dancers that back them up and all the 
production and it really brings the characters to 
life. We’re not talking dancers just doing a couple 
of steps – these are full on numbers.

MO GILLIGAN





Tell us about The Masked Dancer?

The Masked Dancer is the brother, sister, mother, auntie 
and uncle show of Masked Singer. It's joyous, it’s silly, 
it’s fun and it’s taken the format to another level. It’s 
extended the fun of The Masked Singer and it’s just as 
bizarre, if not even more bizarre. I think because you 
haven’t got the foundation of the voices to hear singing 
you’re really focused on the clues and the visual and 
body shapes. It’s really fun.

You’ve said on The Masked Singer that your system 
for keeping the names a secret is to forget instantly, 
have you been doing the same on The Masked 
Dancer?!

100%. I’ve become very good at forgetting, I 
immediately forget. When I arrive home, I’ve forgotten 
who it is and it’s not because of the level of name. I’m 
doing it to protect myself and my family from the 
wrath of ITV!

How are your detective skills on this series - any 
correct guesses?

Good I think, I’ve correctly guessed a few. There are a 
few that I am miles away from. It’s very much like that 
with this show. It’s much tougher. If you think you find 
The Masked Singer is easy then this is the show for you. 
I’m so lucky I host the show and I’m not on the panel 
because I’ve absolutely zero input.

Can you tell us a bit about the costumes?

Carwash is absolutely wonderful. You would have 
thought with the costumes that it would be the ones 
that have heads that you connect with the most like 
Squirrel or Viper but with Carwash there is something 
so fun and pure about the costume - it's literally just an 
item. It’s a wonderful costume.

It might be challenging to dance in such elaborate 
costumes, how are the performers coping? Any 
mishaps?

Haven’t had any mishaps, everyone’s dancing 
wonderfully. 

Especially now, as we’re speaking, we are about to go into 
the semi-final and the celebrities are building in 
confidence. They’re 

It might be challenging to dance in such elaborate 
costumes, how are the performers coping? Any 
mishaps?

Haven’t had any mishaps, everyone’s dancing wonderfully. 
Especially now, as we’re speaking, we are about to go into 
the semi-final and the celebrities are building in 
confidence. They’re not hiding anything anymore. Just like 
in The Masked Singer, at the start they would try and hide 
their full flair and wouldn’t let it all out of the bag straight 
out of the gate. Now it's hell for leather and everyone is 
going for it. We’ve had back flips, we’ve got side splits, 
holds above the head, it honestly has everything. It’s so 
diverse in the way of dance. Each character has one 
dancer who is a close contact dancer who works with that 
particular Masked Dancer, so you’ve got partner dancing 
and we see performances such as the waltz and the jive 
but then you also have break dancing and backflips so you 
have a real mix of dancing styles and it’s so fun to watch. 
On top of that, they’re dressed as a carwash or a zip.

Without giving the game away - will we be surprised?

I think you will be surprised. The names that are being 
revealed are so good. It’s been wonderful. There are a lot 
of people out there who would prefer to dance and not 
sing and this show is perfect for them. There have been 
some amazing names so far.

How are your dancing skills, what would your 
signature dance move be?

My dancing skills are fairly bad. I dance the same as I sing, 
it’s all confidence and zero skill. It’s been fun dancing 
when I come back on stage after each performance, I try 
and have fun with the Masked celebrities, picking up on 
the particular moves in their routines, but I realised very 
early on that the suits I wear are unbelievably tight and it 
means I’m unable to do almost every single dance 
move. The only dance move I can do is a kind of side 
shuffle.

You mentioned that you can often hear the celebrities 
giggling at some of the panel’s guesses - has there 
been any of that on The Masked Dancer?

We really have actually, more so than The Masked Singer. 
You can hear a lot of heavy breathing too.

JOEL DOMMETT
If I’d heard every celebrity heavy breathe then I would 
almost certainly guess everybody. There is a lot of heavy 
breathing after the dances - imagine dancing in such a 
heavy costume, it must be so taxing. One person in 
particular, the panel didn’t guess them, but I knew who it 
was because they couldn’t stop giggling and I knew that 
giggle.

How are the panel’s guesses this time?

They are good, well as bad as The Masked Singer I’d 
say. Jonathan hasn’t in any way learnt from his two 
seasons of The Masked Singer. He still pretty much 
guesses everybody as Mary Berry or Angela Lansbury. It’s 
fun, what happens now is that Mo will guess someone 
that Jonathan doesn’t know and Jonathan will guess 
someone that Mo doesn’t know.

How is it having Oti on the panel? Do the others look 
to her for advice on whether the contestants could be 
professional dancers?

They do kind of turn to her a little bit. It’s such a funny 
game because sometimes people dance so well that 
sometimes you can’t really tell if they are a dancer or not. 
It’s all such different styles of dance as well, it’s so fun.

Who do you think was the best detective on the 
panel?

Oti has been brilliant, she’s a very keen bean. She’s come 
in and is very keen to prove herself early doors. Her 
notebook is full to the brim of names. She’s throwing out 
more names than Davina and very obscure names as well. 
Oti has the ability to go through the entire Strictly Come 
Dancing back catalogue and know the dancing style of all 
the people who have been on the show. She kind of has 
that knowledge which none of us have so it really 
genuinely helps, so she’s coming out with some excellent 
names.

If you were ever to be a contestant would you want to 
be a masked singer or dancer?

I think I would pick The Masked Singer as I would be 
petrified to dance. I remember words better than I 
remember moves. I think that’s why I’m a comedian. I do 
like that The Masked Dancer provides an alternative for 
people who prefer dancing and that is the case for people 
who have been revealed, it’s like ‘oh yes of course they 
would do this show and not The Masked Singer’. The 
series has been really brilliant.



If you use any material from this press pack, please include a full credit for the show. 

For any other enquires, please contact:
Sarah Banbury

sarah.banbury@itv.com

Susan Collins
susan.collins@itv.com

Picture Contact
James Hilder

james.hilder@itv.com

mailto:sarah.banbury@itv.com
mailto:sarah.banbury@itv.com
mailto:james.hilder@itv.com



