
NEVER THE SAME
‘never the same’ is an online and a site-specific project with the families 
and relatives of those who were killed and injured in the mcgurk’s bar 
bombing of 1971.
22nd-28th March

LET’S GET MEDIEVAL
parallels between medieval and modern culture: an interactive digital 
project compiled by queen’s university belfast students.
22nd-28th March

NAPOLEON’S NOSE DURING THE PANDEMIC
a photographic installation by artist shiro masuyama.
22nd-28th March

THE YEAR THAT NEVER WAS
a glimpse into the 2020 that might have been but never was: an exhibition 
which the public can interact with virtually through zoom and social media.
22nd-28th March 11am-4pm

POST-BREXIT NORTHERN IRELAND
a special panel discussion with some of the key journalists and academics 
who, for the past few years, have been guiding us through all things brexit.
22nd March 12.30pm

THE TRUTH IN THE NEWS?
barry sheppard looks at a variety of early 1930s political cartoons from the 
de valera-owned irish press newspaper which reflect some of the themes 
which dominated the britain-eu negotiations.
22nd March 1.00pm

NEVER THE SAME: ARTIST TALK
sinéad o’neill-nicholl will give an artist talk about her project with the 
families and relatives of those who were killed and injured in the mcgurk’s 
bar bombing of 1971.
22nd March 2.00pm

CHANGING THE GAME
is there an easy step-by-step process that arts, culture and heritage 
organisations could follow to kickstart their digital journey?
22nd March 3.00pm

THE ROLE OF CULTURE IN URBAN REGENERATION AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT
examining the role of culture in social and economic development using 
the case study of the ambitious v&a east project in east london.
22nd March 4.00pm

THE MEDIA IN NORTHERN IRELAND
how is it addressing division and reflecting diversity?
22nd March 5.00pm

CREATING A FAIRER SOCIETY
discussing community wealth building – an alternative and fairer approach 
to local economic development.
22nd March 6.00pm

BLACKSTAFF PRESS AT 50
join us to celebrate the 50th birthday of blackstaff press.
22nd March 6.00pm

NASRIN
an immersive portrait of one of the world’s most courageous human rights 
activists and political prisoners, nasrin sotoudeh.
22nd March 7.00pm

ARTS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
the role of the arts to promote human rights, the telling of different stories 
and to build connections between diverse communities.
22nd March 7.00pm

ULSTER’S LESSER SPOTTED QUEER PROTESTANT
let richard o’leary take you in search of ulster’s lesser spotted queer 
protestant
22nd March 7.00pm

HOMELESSNESS: WHAT ARE WE NOT TALKING ABOUT?
what do you think of when you think of homelessness? did you know that 
most homeless people in northern ireland are not rough sleepers?
22nd March 7.00pm

REFLECTIONS ON THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY
in this interview, the celebrated american linguist, philosopher and political 
activist noam chomsky discusses the current threats to democracy and 
ways to build solidarity and progressive politics.
22nd March 8.00pm

TRANS WRITERS SPEAK
a 60 minute discussion about the difficulties trans creatives face today, in 
both the writing and creative industries, and more widely.
22nd March 8.00pm

ALL AROUND THE WORD
a selection of award-winning poets present work around the theme of race 
and identity.
22nd March 9.00pm

A QUARREL WITH MYSELF
a bold experiment in broadcasting is coming…
22nd-26th March 9.30pm

BEYOND THE NOW
as we try to map a route beyond covid-19, the arts can play an important 
role in renewing community.
23rd March 11.00am

GAMECHANGERS
it’s an understatement to say that – in recent times – women’s football has 
blown up in his part of the world. but what kept us?
23rd March 12.30pm

WOMEN IN PARLIAMENT: CAMPAIGNING FOR CHANGE
a workshop highlighting influential women in parliament and how women 
today can engage with and participate in politics.
23rd March 12.30pm

THE YEAR THAT NEVER WAS: ARTIST TALK
on the anniversary of the first national lockdown, visual artist heather 
wilson and theatre maker stephen beggs talk about their project ‘the year 
that never was’.
23rd March 12.30pm

EVERYDAY ANARCHISM
covid-19 pandemic and the potential of direct democracy.
23rd March 1.00pm



NEVERTHELESS, THEY PERSISTED
feminist activism and the politics of crisis in northern ireland.
23rd March 2.00pm

THE PANDEMIC AND THE PLANETARY EMERGENCY
why is it that our political leaders (sometimes) listen to and make decisions 
informed by the science in the case of coronavirus, but not when it comes 
to the planetary emergency?
23rd March 3.00pm

READING IN THE PANDEMIC
join us for this interactive event where you can reflect on your pandemic 
reading and share it with the read-it project.
23rd March 5.00pm

LET’S TRY UBI – THE TIME IS NOW!
reflecting on how universal basic income can make us a more resilient 
society.
23rd March 5.00pm

DISINFORMATION IN A PANDEMIC
considering what kinds of posts and videos went viral during the covid 
pandemic and the threats they have posed in undermining public health 
messaging.
23rd March 7.00pm

A HOUSE DIVIDED
a rare chance to see john t. davis’ thoughtful and revealing 2003 
documentary.
23rd-28th March 7.00pm

LET’S IMAGINE A ‘NEW NORMAL’!
an opportunity to explore and share aspirations for an alternative to ‘getting 
back to normal’ post-pandemic. what should a ‘new normal’ look like?
23rd March 7.00pm

RISKING YOUR LIFE FOR A COVID VACCINE
volunteers for human challenge trials will discuss their decision to be 
purposefully infected with covid-19.
23rd March 7.00pm

VIRUS DIARIES WITH MURRAY LACHLAN YOUNG
bbc 6 music’s poet in residence presents his virus diaries.
23rd March 7.30pm

FROM GLOBAL PANDEMIC TO GLOBAL RECOVERY, VIA GLOBAL DESPAIR
an eclectic mix of people, whose working lives have been turned upside 
down by covid, will reflect on what is going to happen next.
23rd March 7.30pm

AN ‘OTHER’ ISLAND
jolting, joking, provoking and pondering our conflicted past via stories, 
music, and interactive exercises.
23rd March 7.30pm

MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS!
what do students need from schools to help support their mental health?
23rd March 8.00pm

BONNIE GREER ON THE ENDURING RED SUMMER
author and playwright bonnie greer on the ‘red summer’ of race riots in 
chicago just after the end of ww1.
23rd March 8.00pm

RESPONDING TO COVID THROUGH COMEDY
award-winning musical comedian emer maguire takes a lighthearted, 
hilarious, and occasionally poignant look at the events of the past year.
23rd March 9.00pm

UNIMAGINED FUTURES?
pluralism, inclusion and planning for a border poll
24th March 12.00pm

HEALTH IN CHALLENGING TIMES
join the health governance after brexit project for a discussion on the future 
of health and the nhs in challenging times.
24th March 12.30pm

ACHIEVING NET-ZERO CARBON AND BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
exploring the necessary and sufficient conditions for society to be able to 
achieve climate neutrality and the halt of biodiversity loss by 2050.
24th March 12.30pm

THE FUTURE OF PARTITION: WOMEN’S PERSPECTIVES
a panel of women with contrasting views on partition reflect on the impact 
of that momentous decision and discuss what they see as the future of 
partition on this island.
24th March 1.00pm

BRITISH ACADEMY 10-MINUTE TALKS
the world’s leading professors explain the latest thinking in the humanities 
and social sciences in just 10 minutes.
24th March 1.00pm

ARPILLERAS: APPLIQUÉ ART AND DEMOCRACY IN CHILE
in this talk lorna dillon discusses chilean craftivism with erika silva, an 
applique artist and social activist from chile.
24th March 2.00pm

CAREWORN
lockdown stories from family caregivers.
24th March 4.00pm

THE DUNCAIRN PODCAST
the duncairn podcast chats with two inspiring local artists on how their 
race and identity impacts and infuses their work.
24th March 6.00pm

TOMORROW’S LEADERS TONIGHT
we’ve heard enough from the politicians of today. let’s hear from the next 
generation.
24th March 7.00pm

PROSE AND POLITICS
sinéad gleeson in conversation with jan carson.
24th March 7.00pm

THE CLIMATE STRIKES AND PUBLIC ACTIVISM
where do we go from here? debating how swedish activist, greta thunberg 
and the fridays for future climate strike movement has become such an 
effective campaign.
24th March 7.00pm

EAT, GROW, LOVE
eat, grow, love travels across the globe to find that permaculture could hold 
some of the answers.
24th March 7.00pm



TENX9 GO VIRAL
join us for this live storytelling event where nine people have up to ten 
minutes each to tell a true story from their own life on the theme of ‘viral’.
24th March 7.30pm

JO HUNTER: EVERYDAY CREATIVITY
creating cultures of creativity across communities: jo hunter of 64 million 
artists introduces some of the work they’ve done in communities.
24th March 7.30pm

NEIL HEGARTY: 2031
how did events on the island of ireland unfold in the wake of brexit, covid, 
and looming climate breakdown?
24th March 7.30pm

CORMAC MOORE: A CENTURY OF FOOTBALL DIVISION IN IRELAND
cormac moore details the events and causes that led to the split in soccer 
in ireland and the efforts made to heal the division to bring about an all-
ireland international team.
24th March 7.30pm

LIMIN-ALLEY
explore alleys. discover art.
25th-27th March 12.00pm-5.00pm

UN-SETTLED STATUS
eu citizens’ rights in northern ireland post-brexit – a live panel discussion.
25th March 12.00pm

BELFAST REGION CITY DEAL (BRCD) – THE INNOVATION STRAND
exploring the details of the belfast region city deal and the opportunities it 
will create for belfast and surrounding regions.
25th March 12.30pm

THE ROAD TO REINVENTION
re-inventing the city: how do you reinvent ‘the city’ after a pandemic?
25th March 2.00pm

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE START-UP MARKET ABOUT THE CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY?
deloitte new forums – an open innovation conversation focused on 
sustainability.
25th March 3.00pm

THE BIRTH OF THE BORDER WITH CORMAC MOORE
the impact of partition in ireland – a talk by historian cormac moore.
25th March 5.00pm

AS WE SPEAK
managing bilingual societies in europe, with marc olivier-loiseau and 
cecilia gialdini.
25th March 6.00pm

IMAGINING A BETTER FUTURE
three post-gfa generation, pro-union women in candid conversation about 
all aspects of life in northern ireland
25th March 6.00pm

BUILDING CREATIVE COMMUNITIES
in this practical, two hour online workshop, 64 million artists will share 
their methods for creating citizen-led and co-created cultural projects.
25th March 6.30pm

FACT CHECKING ELECTIONS
editor-in-chief of us-based politifact, angie drobnic holan, joins us to talk 
about fact checking in a tense political environment.
25th March 7.00pm

THE RIGHT TO BEAR ARTS
what exactly is community art? why do we need it in northern ireland?
25th March 7.00pm

THE ASTRONAUT’S MISSING PASSPORT
a short play about identity, privatisation and the simple documents that 
change our lives.
25th March 7.00pm

CHANGE THE WORLD IN SONG!
join ‘change the world in song’, singing to raise the rafters and spirits, and 
affirm values of peace and justice.
25th March 7.00pm

MADE IN FRANCE: IN THE NAME OF WAR
can a weapons manufacturer be tried for complicity in a war crime?
25th March from 7.00pm

CLIMATE CHANGE: HAVE WE TURNED A CORNER?
bill mckibben discusses climate change – the greatest challenge we’ve 
faced as a civilization and the biggest change to the natural world during 
the course of human history.
25th March 8.00pm

THE CABARET OF DANGEROUS IDEAS
take a couple of top academics, some dangerous ideas, add one comedian 
and it’s the force of nature that is the cabaret of dangerous ideas (codi).
25th March 8.00pm

DISCUSSING STEVE MCQUEEN’S BLACK BRITAIN
a screening of the sir steve mcqueen’s small axe film lovers rock with post-
film discussion.
25th March 8.00pm

BELFAST ALLEY MAP CONVERSATION WITH 9FT IN COMMON
join 9ft in common for this talk as they launch the emergent belfast alley 
map.
25th March 8.00pm

STORYTELLING IN MUSEUMS AND HERITAGE SITES
how can personal stories engage with people emotionally across time and 
space and across different cultures?
26th March 10.30am

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE IN A WORLD OF INEQUALITY AND INJUSTICE
discussing and debating the value of restorative justice interventions 
within the context of entrenched and deepening social and economic 
inequality in society.
26th March 12.00pm

DEMOCRACY AT THE CROSSROADS
going digital or going extinct. with dr. roslyn fuller.
26th March 12.00pm

ADAM RAMSAY: IS IT TIME TO BREAK UP THE UK?
adam ramsay argues that we must leave the elitist, absurd uk state behind 
for good.
26th March 1.00pm



BUILDING DEMOCRACY BACK BETTER
this panel and participative discussion will explore how a build back better 
citizens’ assembly could help ni’s recovery and give the audience a chance 
to have their say.
26th March 2.00pm

SYSTEM INNOVATION: WHY NOW, WHY YOU?
laying out a framework for system innovation which will explain why it is 
needed so urgently.
26th March 3.00pm

DELIBERATIVE MINI-PUBLICS AND THE POLITICAL IMAGINATION
professor john garry and dr jamie pow discuss the potential role of 
deliberative mini-publics (citizens’ assemblies) in northern ireland.
26th March 5.00pm

ALAN WHYSALL: BORDER POLL OR BUST?
alan whysall, former northern ireland office civil servant, discusses the 
operation of border polls.
26th March 6.00pm

EYES ON EXTRACTIVES
protecting land, protecting life – a discussion centering on the impacts to 
the environment posed by the extractive industry.
26th March 6.00pm

HIKIKOMORI: THE LOCKED GENERATION
hikikomori: the locked generation looks at young people who feel 
compelled to live a reclusive way of life.
26th March 7.00pm

ROMAN KRZNARIC: CAN WE REDESIGN DEMOCRACY FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS?
with roman krznaric, a public philosopher who writes about the power of 
ideas to change society.
26th March 7.30pm

RACE RELATIONS IN NORTHERN IRELAND
past, present and future: an interactive event discussing the issues raised 
in the migrant and minority ethnic council’s recent film.
26th March 7.30pm

HAPPY BIRTHDAY NORTHERN IRELAND!
the long and the short of the creation of northern ireland, with dr david 
hume and tim mcgarry.
26th March 8.00pm

THE POLITICAL POWER OF A FILM THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN
authors noel mclaughlin and joanna braniff examine the ‘lost’ debut film 
made for the rolling stones in belfast and dublin in 1965.
26th March 8.30pm

DEMENTIA: FEEL IT THROUGH FICTION
this interactive talk explores how dementia is represented in fictional 
language, how readers respond to it, and why that might be.
27th March 1.00pm

IT’S 10 YEARS SINCE THE ARAB SPRING – SO WHAT?
this panel discussion will review a decade of missed opportunities, ten 
years of change: the arab spring and what happened next.
27th March 2.00pm

THE HIROSHIMA RESILIENCE PROJECT
an online immersive virtual tour, following the story of toshiko, a 6-year-old 
hibakusha (survivor) of the hiroshima bombing.
27th March 2.00pm

POST-PANDEMIC NI
considering how, together, we can make northern ireland a more attractive 
and inclusive place for everyone.
27th March 3.00pm

THE EVERYDAY RACISM EXPERIENCED BY TRAVELLERS
a talk by senator eileen flynn.
27th March 4.00pm

IMAGINING A FAIRER FUTURE
global thinkers and activists set out ideas and thoughts around what needs 
to be done to ‘build back fairer’.
27th March 5.00pm

ONE HUNDRED FLAGS: ARTIST TALK
as part of the festival and to mark the centenary of the foundation of 
northern ireland, the award winning artist, john baucher, has made a 
celebratory ceremonial cloak comprising of flags and bunting which have 
been found gifted or retrieved over the past 10 years.
27th March 6.00pm

TRUMP RANT
for the first time, chris agee reads from his “startlingly unique” new poetic 
work, trump rant (2021), written between january 2017 and election day 
2020.
27th March 6.30pm

CANCELLING CULTURE AND THE RIGHT TO BE OFFENSIVE
in this provocative lecture, claire fox will discuss what she feels is the 
growing threat of ‘cancel culture’.
27th March 7.30pm

TOM MAYHEW: STILL SKINT
in this autobiographical stand-up show, comedian tom mayhew shares 
stories about his life growing up working class and his time on benefits.
27th March 7.30pm

GAVIN ESLER ON ‘HOW BRITAIN ENDS’
gavin esler talks about his latest book how britain ends and what, if 
anything, it means to be ‘british’ in the 21st century.
27th March 8.00pm

DEMOCRACY DANCES
orchestral music and politics in 2021: composer conor mitchell on what it 
means to be a politically-engaged composer writing in 2021.
27th March 8.00pm

WEAVE X PORTVIEW
a live music set infused with historic glimpses into local industrial life.
27th March 9.00pm

PIXIE POEMS KIDS STORYTELLING WORKSHOP
a magical storytelling experience is designed to activate a sense of 
connection, hope and the capacity to dream and imagine through this 
uncertain time.
28th March
all day



STORIES THAT SHAPED THE STRAND
a special ‘tour’ uncovering and reimagining the ideas, stories, memories 
and people that have shaped the strand arts centre in belfast .
28th March 2.00pm

SHUT THE FRONT DOOR: ARTIST TALK
artist marta dyczkowska discusses and presents her work video and 
photography installation shut the front door .
28th March 2.00pm

FIGHTING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN NORTH AFRICA
this talk by hamza hamouchene will discuss “extractivism and resistance in 
north africa”.
28th March 3.00pm

CULTURAL DEMOCRACY, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND THE OLD/NEW 
NORMAL
stephen pritchard argues that our creativity is unlimited and liberating, and 
our cultures are what makes us human.
28th March 3.00pm

BANKING ON CLIMATE CHANGE
hear from campaigners across the world and locally about how we can cut 
off the pipeline of money that keeps the world’s polluters in business.
28th March 5.00pm

BALLET BLACK: LIKE WATER
like water is a hypnotic short film that appropriately caps a year when 
black lives matter became an irrepressible global movement.
28th March 7.00pm

LETTERS WITH WINGS, WHEN ART MEETS ACTIVISM
an event dedicated to the women artists chimengul awut (award-winning 
) and nûdem durak (kurdish origin folk musician and political prisoner in 
turkey).
28th March 7.00pm

GUNDA
experiential cinema in its purest form, gunda chronicles the unfiltered lives 
of a mother pig, a flock of chickens, and a herd of cows with masterful 
intimacy.
28th March 7.00pm

BELFAST CITY OF LIGHT
looking and listening to belfast with bronagh lawson.
28th March 7.00pm

PAUL MASON: STORMING THE CAPITOL
trump, the far right and state failure in the usa – with journalist paul mason.
28th March 7.30pm

THE END OF FESTIVAL QUIZ
if you think you know your current affairs, or like to consider yourself a bit 
of a whizz about the contemporary world, then this is for you.
28th March 9.00pm


